
PRINT AND CUT: WATER CYCLE DEFINITIONS

 
 

EVAPORATION
Heat from the sun 

makes water rise up. 
 

 
 

CONDENSATION
Was once a gas but then 

changed into a liquid able to 
be seen. 

 
 

CLOUD
Water vapor in 

the sky. We refer 
to them as cumu-
lus, stratus, and 

cirrus.
 

PRECIPITATION
Falls down as a crys-

tal, drip, or even a 
ball

 

RIVER
A large natural stream of 

water flowing in a channel 
to the sea, a lake, or another 

such stream.
 

 

INFILTRATION
Movement of 
water into the 

ground from the 
surface. 

 

GROUND WATER
Is beneath the sur-
face of the ground 
in the zone of satu-
ration where every 
pore space between 
rock and soil parti-

cles is saturated with 
water.

 

 

EVAPOTRANSPIRATION
Water evaporated from 

plants. 

 

WATER CYCLE
Movement of 
water into the 

ground from the 
surface.

 


