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OCEAN NAILED IT! 
CHALLENGE
AGES
Teens/tweens

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
Hold a passive Nailed It! ocean challenge for teens! This is a simple passive 
program where participants recreate an ocean scene or creature based on 
an image they’ve picked out. Depending on your audience, you can provide 
large cookies to frost and decorate at home, or have them bake their own 
cakes to decorate with the candy you provide. For a non-food challenge, 
have them use modelling clay or recycled materials that you’ve gathered 
into take-and-make bags. Provide samples or links to ideas to get them 
started. When they submit their photo, make sure they also submit the 
image they were trying to match. Have other staff vote on the best, or 
have a vote on social media. Don’t forget prizes for the winners, and 
feature them on the library’s social media! 
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MATERIALS AND PREPARATION
To prepare: 

•	 Decide whether you want the challenge to include food, taking into 
account community needs. 

•	 Write up the rules for your unique challenge.
•	 Find or make samples for inspiration. 
•	 Prepare the take-and-make bags. 

Image source: Shutterstock

TIP: 
For the cake/candy 
take-and-make option, 
decorative candies 
might include Pixie 
Stix for sand/sparkle, 
Swedish Fish, gummy 
worms, Laughy Taffy, 
rock candy, shark candy, 
toothpicks, Rice Krispies, 
or M&M’s.
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UNIQUE SPACE AND/OR PERSONNEL NEEDS
Solo-librarian friendly.

RESOURCES
Books
Non-fiction
Magical Animal Cakes: 45 bakes for unicorns, sloths, llamas and other cute 
critters (2020) by Angela Romero and Annie Rigg (YA/adult)

Mermaid Food: 50 Deep Sea Desserts to Inspire Your Imagination (2019) 
by Cayla Gallagher (YA/adult)
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